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Subsequently, certain signs led to the speculation whether a revul-
sion of feeling had not occurred in the mind of the All-powerful Lord
of the Third Reich in the opposite direction. The German newspapers
fas also the Nazi organ at Danzig), which towards July 22 stressed
the desire of Germany to obtain satisfaction by peaceful methods,
have in the last few days devoted themselves to showing that Germany
has nothing to fear even from a general conflict, which, they declare,
would find her in a much more favourable position than in 1914. This
is particularly the theme of the majority of the articles devoted to the
celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the entry of Germany
into the Great War.

At the same time it became clear that the Press was enlarging the
scope of the German-Polish quarrel. It was no longer a question
solely of Danzig, but also of the Corridor and even of Poznania and
Upper Silesia. This was a somewhat remarkable alteration of the
tactics hitherto followed to minimize the quarrel between Berlin and
Warsaw and to convey the impression that the German claims only
affected a city which was indisputably German in character.

Finally, the Nazi propaganda this very morning resumed the cam-
paign against the Polish Customs officials, which it had abandoned
from June onwards. Although for the last few weeks the inspectors
of Polish Customs in order to avoid any clash, have allowed consider-
able supplies of arms and munitions to enter the territory of the Free
City, they are declared by the German newspapers to have exceeded
their rights and to have behaved as ''regular bandits/' This is a
fresh application of the methods to which Germany resorted in the
Sudeten affair.

In the new attitude assumed by Germany in the last few days there
is undoubtedly a considerable element of bluff. But it would, never-
theless, be unwise to remain satisfied with that explanation.

Other factors have probably come into play.

We may be faced with the resumption of an offensive attitude on
the part of people like Herr von Ribbentrop, who have not given up
hope of persuading the Fiihrer that Great Britain will not in the end
maintain her firm attitude and that, in order to avoid war, it would
again agree to a solution similar to that of Munich.

The surprise visit of the Fiihrer to Berlin on July 28, his interview
at the Wilhelmstrasse with Herr von Ribbentrop, the fact that he
proposes to conduct together with him a new inspection of the Western
fortifications, clearly indicate that the Chancellor wishes to show that
he has not in any way withdrawn his confidence from his Foreign
Minister. Now it is known that, in respect of Danzig, Herr von
Ribbentrop is one of the strongest supporters of a radical solution.

It may also be asked whether, in view of the slow progress of the
Anglo-Franco-Soviet negotiations, the Nazi leaders do not feel tempted
to return to the plan of lightning action, which would in a few weeks
"liquidate" the Polish army and face the Western Powers with an
accomplished fact. It is a plan which the German military authorities
do not consider free from danger; on the other hand it may be assumed
that they do not consider its execution impossible, provided that